THE GRI MBBY CURSE
ACT |
Scene 1

(Present. A small roomw th a bed barely
sitting off the floor, an assortnent of
lighting fixtures and a small chest filled
with clothes. There are sone stools and a
table. A small hallway | eads to the bat hroom
and another |eads to the rest of the mansion
which is closed off and | ocked. The floor is
littered with organi zed piles of old papers,
newspaper clippings, certificates, letters,
posters and photos. Theodore Gi nsby the
VIIl, 20, enters, he may physically |ook |ike
a man but still has his boyish frame from
bei ng | ocked away for years. He sits quietly
arranging the piles of papers. He quietly
munbl es to hinself. One by one, characters
fromthe past began to enter the scene;
Abraham an 1800's African Anerican sl ave,
dressed very nice then Kewpie, a 1890's
circus girl followed by Hasconmb, the 1900's
man servant. They quietly watch Theodore.
1930's showgirl, Heart Ballad enters foll owed
by Lindy R ce Tubbs, a 1950's housew fe then
Jinx, a 1970's hippie. Seconds later, Syd, a
punked out 90's girl of 16 enters.)

SYD
Hey "T"!
(They start to call out to him overlapping
hi s nane.)
HASCOVB
Master Ginsby.
KEWPI E
Theo bear.
ABRAHAM
Theodor e.
JI NX
Theo baby.
HEART BALLAD
Teddy.

LI NDY Rl CE TuBBS
Ted.



(They continue to call out his name as he
finishes reading the final page of his life.
Theodore raises his hand for themto stop. He
pl aces the paper on the pile before him He
| ooks out into the darkness.)

THEODORE VI | |
(Beam ng |i ke a happy child on his
tired face.)
It's done. It's all finished. Everything is now inside ny
head; the letters, the photos, the newspapers, the births and
even the deaths. Everything. Al | have to do is fill ny
famly tree to find out who |I really ambefore | die.

ABRAHAM
And who are you?

THEODORE VI | |
My nanme is Theodore and ny famly tree consists of only ne.

KEWPI E
And what about the one that put you in this roonf

THEODORE VI | |
But we don't share the sane | ast nane.
(Picks out a certificate.)
My birth certificate says |'m Theodore Madi son.

LI NDY RI CE TUBBS
You are nmuch nore than just a Mdison

THEODORE VI | |
Am [ ? Yes, | am
(Becones a little confused.)
| don't know.

HEART BALLAD
What do you know, Teddy? | know I don't know a heck of a | ot
but I do know I've been here for a long tinme not know ng.

THEODORE VI | |

| have so nmuch in ny head but | do know why you're here.
HASCOVB

Wiy master Ginsby?
THEODORE VI | |

To help ne. You are all a part of this as nuch as I am

JI NX
VWhat do you want us to do Theo baby?

THEODORE VI | |
Go back. W all go back



LI NDY RI CE TUBBS
This sounds very reckless. You're only a boy.

THEODORE VI | |
" m al nost twenty, ma'amand |'m not a boy.

LI NDY RI CE TUBBS
In here you are.

HASCOVB
Not quite a nman when you' ve been | ocked in here for so |ong.

ABRAHAM
(Tappi ng his head.)
And in here.

SYD
You're a prisoner.

LI NDY Rl CE TuBBS
W all are.

ABRAHAM
Then we'll hel p you, Theodore.

LI NDY Rl CE TuBBS
(Wth hesitancy.)
Shoul dn't we think about this some nore?

SYD
There's no tinme to think. "T" needs our help.
KEWPI E
We're here for you Theo bear.
SYD
So how do we start?
THEODORE VI | |
Wth ne.
HEART BALLAD
And we can fill your famly tree.
JI NX
When do we stop?
HASCOVB
Wen we get to the end.
ABRAHAM

O the begi nni ng.
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